Community  resources 

Follow  us  on  Twitter  Check  our  Reddit  Twitter  this  Digg  this  page  Contact  us  on  IRC 
courage  is  contagious 


Viewing  cable  06TUNIS1673, 

If  you  are  new  to  these  pages,  please  read  an  introduction  on  the  structure  of  a cable  as  well  as  how  to  discuss  them  with  others.  See  also  the  FAOs 

Understanding  cables 

Every  cable  message  consists  of  three  parts: 

• The  top  box  shows  each  cables  unique  reference  number,  when  and  by  whom  it  originally  was  sent,  and  what  its  initial  classification  was. 

• The  middle  box  contains  the  header  information  that  is  associated  with  the  cable.  It  includes  information  about  the  receiver(s)  as  well  as  a general  subject. 

• The  bottom  box  presents  the  body  of  the  cable.  The  opening  can  contain  a more  specific  subject,  references  to  other  cables  (browse  bv  origin  to  find  them)  or 
additional  comment.  This  is  followed  by  the  main  contents  of  the  cable:  a summary,  a collection  of  specific  topics  and  a comment  section. 

To  understand  the  justification  used  for  the  classification  of  each  cable,  please  use  this  WikiSource  article  as  reference. 

Discussing  cables 

If  you  find  meaningful  or  important  information  in  a cable,  please  link  directly  to  its  unique  reference  number.  Linking  to  a specific  paragraph  in  the  body  of  a cable  is  also 
possible  by  copying  the  appropriate  link  (to  be  found  at  theparagraph  symbol).  Please  mark  messages  for  social  networking  services  like  Twitter  with  the  hash  tags 
#cablegate  and  a hash  containing  the  reference  ID  e.g.  #06TUNIS1673. 

Reference  ID  Created  Released  Classification  Origin 

06TUNIS1673  2006-07-05  12:27  201 1-08-30  01:44  CONFIDENTIAL//NOFORN  Embassy  Tunis 
Appears  in  these  articles: 

http://www.aftenposten.no/spesial/wikileaksdokumenter/article3990393.ece 

VZCZCXYZ0001 
PP  RUE H WEB 

DE  RUEHTU  #1673/01  1861227 
ZNY  CCCCC  ZZH 
P 051227Z  JUL  06 
FM  AMEMBASSY  TUNIS 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  1191 
INFO  RUEHAS /AMEMBASSY  ALGIERS  PRIORITY  7248 
RUEHRB /AMEMBASSY  RABAT  PRIORITY  8179 
RUEAIIA/ CIA  WASHINGTON  DC  PRIORITY 
RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHDC  PRIORITY 
RUCPDOC/USDOC  WASHDC  PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL  TUNIS  001673 

SIPDIS 

NOFORN  SIPDIS 

STATE  FOR  NEA/MAG  - HARRIS  STATE  PLEASE  PASS  USTR  - BELL  USDOC  FOR  CLDP  - TEJTEL  AND  ITA/MAC/ONE  (NMASON ) 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 07/02/2016  TAGS:  PREL  ECON  PGOV  EFIN  ETRD  EINV  KDEM  TS 

REF:  A.  TUNIS  1630  B.  TUNIS  1622  C.  TUNIS  1255  D.  TUNIS  311  E.  05  TUNIS  2266  F.  05  TUNIS  896 
Classified  By:  AMBASSADOR  WILLIAM  HUDSON  FOR  REASONS  1.4  (b)  AND  (d) 

f.  1 . (C/NF)  SUMMARY:  This  is  the  third  of  a four  cable  series  on  corruptions  impact  on  the  Tunisian  economy  and  political  future.  Domestic  frust 
THE  IMPACT  

T2 . (C/NF)  While  corruption  in  Tunisia  may  be  on  a smaller  scale  than  in  some  developing  countries,  the  political  relevance  of  the  rumors  is  nc 
J3 . (C/NF)  Despite  this,  most  Tunisians  seem  to  be  focused  on  their  personal  standard  of  living  and  are  unwilling  to  risk  their  own  socio-econc 

14.  (C/NF)  Despite  this,  embassy  contacts  do  not  yet  believe  any  opposition  movements  could  gain  significant  domestic  support  under  the  anti-cc 

THE  FUTURE  

15.  (C/NF)  Meanwhile,  the  entrenched  position  of  the  President  and  his  family  only  increases  the  difficulties  domestic  and  international  entiti 

16 • (C/NF)  In  addition,  the  Familys  vested  financial  interests  mean  that  any  presidential  succession  scenario  would  likely  require  some  kind  of 

17  • (C/NF)  Others  allege  that  President  Ben  Ali  may  have  manipulated  state  coffers  to  provide  for  his  future.  As  the  Presidency  has  a separate 

1.8.  (C/NF)  There  is  other  evidence  that  the  Trabelsi  family  is  positioning  itself  for  a future  political  transition.  Tunisians  rarely  discuss  E 

19.  (C/NF)  COMMENT:  The  corruption  rumors  — true  or  false  — are  clearly  working  against  our  efforts  to  speed  democratic  reform  in  Tunisia.  As 

HUDSON 


